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educational experience
full of talent with
international exposure.
Professors, students,
and even alumni
produce award winning
films, robotic artwork,
and even experiments
on the tactility of light.

TUM CREATE

ADM partnered with the

The School of Art, Design, and Media (ADM)
of Nanyang Technological University in
Singapore is one of the top-ranking design
school in the world. They offer various
degrees, which are split into Design Art and
Media Art. This creates the flexibility for
students to study their interests and branch
out to different disciplines. At the end of the
school year, an ADM Show is held showcasing
the works of students that attract attention
from the industry and many people; giving
insight into what studying a creative
professional course is like.

ADM faculty come from all over the world,
with industrial exposure to create an

Technical University of
Munich, to create EVA, an electrical taxi that
was designed to be a sustainable vehicle in
tropical climates. This functioning prototype
was showcased in a Tokyo motor show and
taught the project heads a great deal about
industrial design and factory production.

Another ongoing project of ADM focuses on
is the user experience of Autonomous
Vehicles and the feasibility of carrying out
AV’'s as taxis and other means of
transportation in the future. Such vehicles
would be operated by Al, and passengers
would have to interact with the Al driver and
the environment of the vehicle. At the
moment, virtual reality tests are being

conducted to see the reaction of subjects
towards the Al driver, showcasing so many
possibilities that this project can accomplish
with advanced technology.

Asian Culture and Heritage

It is stillimportant to question: “Where is Asia
in all this?” Curriculum of design and
technological schools focus on human,
design, lifestyle and technology, but in order
to address these focuses it is important to find
the link between humans and lifestyle. The
link between the two is culture and heritage.

Asia is home to two economic giants, with a
combined population of over four billion
people; and within that, so many unique
cultural heritages that have lasted
generations are present. Such diversity
should be embraced in a manner that
enhances it with the aid of technology. ADM
seeks partnerships around Asia to use design,
media, and advanced technology to take on
projects that are human centered that will not
only have the potential to help the
environment but strengthen cultural roots.
Humanity is the at the core of design service,
and that is what design education and
research should celebrate.

Nanyang Technological University
School of Art, Design and Media
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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
(PolyU) touched on how design education in
the future needs to work in partnership with
academic practice and the industry. PolyU is
one of the top design schools leading
innovation for creating sustainable impact for
the future, but they are working towards
creating a new vision for their school that
considers the future of education.

Ecology of Design Education

Design education entails numerous factors;
first the designer, their design, the problem
they are addressing, the design method they
will utilize, the work that is generated
towards their design, the final outcome, and
its core value. All these elements are
important to design, and such elements have
changed over the past years which can help
determine the best type of education for
future designers and their role in the design
ecosystem. The relationship between design
and industry is important because it is directly
related to the roles students will take on after
they graduate. PolyU wants to reassess the
way they teach students to find a career in
order to adapt to the modern industry.

Under the industry practice the three factors;
knowledge, education and theory come into

play to create a knowledge building process
which is how discipline is formed. However,
PolyU wants to bridge the large gap between
practice and education—the reality of
students not being fully equipped to adjust
to the industrial sector after graduation. It is
important to look at industry practice at a
different angle with the three components of
government, education, and industry. The
ideal system where each component
balances each other to promote each other,
where fundamental research does not
overlook applied research.

New Developments
SD+ is a knowledge transfer unit of PolyU that

was created to fill the chasm between
industry and education. It offers professional

design-related consultancy services and
contract research to the industry as well. Due
to the donation of a wealthy benefactor in
Hong Kong, the Li Ka Shing Design and
Innovation Lab was also created to coexist
with SD+. This lab generates training
programs, innovation, and entrepreneurship
opportunities from the university to the
government and the industry.

PolyU is also collectively working to create a
new type of degree parallel to a PhD that is
more practice oriented in response to present
times; a Doctor of Design or DDes. This
degree still includes the rigorousness of a
PhD program, but with research that is more
practical, so that the final research output is
more than generalized data.

It is important to always ask critical design
questions from the industry and practice
research to make a social impact, however it
would be difficult to accomplish without
efforts from other design schools and
educational institutions. That is why PolyU
also stresses inclusivity and cooperation not
only with those in the design field but anyone
who seeks to solve problems or explore their
curiosities.

Hong Kong Polytechnic University
School of Design
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