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Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB) aims to
be a design center for change and
collaboration to create new values for a
better human life. The Faculty of Art and
Design (FRSD) wants to create and academic
environment with a superior scientific culture
while cultivating human resources.

ITB educational process has changed since
the last Asian Design Symposium, where
initially the Faculty was still on high-alert in
preparation for another COVID outbreak.
However, at present, although masks are still
worn, the campus operates normally. From
online classrooms, students are now
flourishing by meeting face-to-face on
campus and going out in the field for projects
such as workshops on improving visual
thinking, or ceramic tile workshops. Not only
has this improved their educational
experience, but also the mental well-being of
both the students and staff.

The school stresses the importance of such
changes because without the easing of such
restrictions, they would not be able to obtain
a full immersive experience and adequate
information that is necessary for the design
thinking process. The explosion of creativity
of the diverse students, community, and

society has fostered a creative ecosystem that
supports the growth of inclusive design
expertise.

FRSD also stresses the importance of
empathy, which is integrative to the design
process as well. With pandemic restrictions
slowly being lifted, the school conducts
outreaches in the community to help children
and their education as well. Not only can
students use their designs to better the
community, but these experiences also give
them exposure to what local problems might
exist and how to use design thinking of solve
it.

Hybrid Learning and Collaboration

Hybrid learning can still be seen at ITB. This
enhances the possibility for local and
international collaboration, whether for
research or community services between
different institutions and faculty members, or
study programs or faculties, and even with
other parties, including the government,
private sectors, and foreign universities. Some
of these collaborations include workshops on
animation production with Seoul Institute of
Art and Asahi Production Inc. of Japan, a
textile and fashion lecture with Joshibi

University of Design, and visiting professor
programs.

Catalyst for Change

The faculty established a Design Center at the
beginning of 2023 to foster interdisciplinary
collaborations, with design science at its core,
collaborating with the field of design, art,
technology and the humanities. In the midst
of an engineering dominated university,
FRSD must become a catalyst for change in
order to build a better future by focusing on
human factors that are innovative, creative
and cultivated with a design mindset. This
would produce new values and meanings for
the developments of human civilization.
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Tongji University’s College of Design and
Innovation seeks to respond to the
challenges the world faces by cultivating
leaders of sustainable design and innovation
who pursue academic excellence while
contributing to social development. Their
vision is to set an international benchmark for
design education and research grounded in
China’s economic and societal transition and
also contribute to the worldwide design
community.

Based in Shanghai, Tongji University focuses
on science and technology, but desires
strong innovation as an output. To
accomplish this, they welcome many
international students and faculty, join many
international conferences, create
partnerships with other universities and join
global education networks. Their main goal is
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continuing international collaboration with
Shanghai as a platform to reach out and bring
new talents to the school.

International and Industry Collaboration

The school began Tongji Design Week,
inviting designers around the world to share
their works; which grew into Shanghai Design
Week. Not only do they collaborate with
other design schools, but the school has
worked with Uniglo, NASA even recently, MIT,
to transform a garbage collection facility in
the local neighborhood into a university lab.

Some collaborations also promote
sustainability, such as partnering with
Starbucks to create the most “green” store in
China, and possibly the world. The creation of
COVID testing labs that are recognized and
used globally are also another great
accomplishment that strengthened global
relations for the school and also solved social
issues.

The school encourages their students to
improve their local community by applying
their designs to public spaces from art pieces,
park benches, and playgrounds. NICE 2025 is
another project that uses knowledge and
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design to make an impact to improve the
community.

Campus and Curriculum Expansion

The university has also expanded to opening
Tongji Huangpu Design Innovation High
School in order to expand design education
to the K12 level. Another new feature is the Al
lab which is an Al Art Center which became
possible through industry collaboration.
Tongji is also expecting an additional new
building that would expand the College’s of
Design’s current physical space.

The creation of the World Design Cities
Conferences is a new platform to be held
every year in fall that will have many activities
and opportunities for design schools and
other industries to have a space to make their
designs visible and produce an impact. It
would also foster the development of great
relationships, as Tongji University strives not
only to be a design school, but an
organization to promote the local economy
and strive for global innovation. The College
of Design and Innovation has big ideas they
would like to share with the rest of the world.
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