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health data, temperature and
humidity in order understand
the well-being of the citizens.
New technology is also
applied in education, such as
creating a new library
cataloging system that aids
children in navigating through
materials they are interested
in through the use smart
watches and augmented
reality. This is applied to the

National Taipei University of Technology’s
(NTUT) School of Design encompasses a
plethora of research fields and disciplines;
from virtual reality, behavioral research, to
sustainable development. The various fields
of NTUT function independently but create a
supportive network that produce research
and design systems to solve local and global
problems.

Cooperation with Technology

The School of Design stresses the importance
of adapting to the latest technology for
research. One project in collaboration with a
medical school, includes flying drones over
the city to record the mirco-climate such as

physical facility as well, by
projecting interactive screens where children
can play but also learn, turning the library
from house of books to an educational
playground. A complimentary Book Club SNS
was also created that got feedback from
children after they read a book, such as their
emotions; the app would then refer the child
to new books based on their reading history.

NTUT also developed applications to assist
the elderly to encourage muscle exercise that
will not only keep them active but help their
mental health as well. An app to assist those
who suffer from insomnia was also developed
as well that collected data of how individuals
interacted with their cellular devices which
would be then sent to a medical doctor to

assess their needs.
Design Thinking and Interdisciplinary Study

NTUT seeks to expose their students to
different ways of thinking, such as combining
sequential logic and visualization into
creating an attractive but functional design.
This cross-boundary design is an important
aspect for the school as it supports areas of
weakness students may feel they have.
Students also have the opportunity to
collaborate with different industries to boost
their design thinking skills; such as a drone
workshop that that was for surveying, tourist
activities, and regional revitalization.

International programs are also available for
both undergraduate and graduate studies
that produce many projects but are still
developing. As present there are three
departments; architecture and urban,
industrial design, and interaction design that
include a variety of majors, from space syntax,
service design, and occupational disease.
New technology has changed the school’s
vision, and they are seeking a new kind of
direction towards working together with
different educational institutions for the
purpose of helping each other grow.
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School of Design and Arts at BIT

Beijing Institute of Technology (BIT) sits at the
political, cultural, and economic center of
China, with significant international influence.
Because of this, they want to emphasize their
openness for collaboration with universities
and other institutions world-wide. BIT has
grown to have two campuses and four
institutes, each with their own specializations
and focuses. BIT's School of Design and Arts
produced two National First-Class Discipline
in Product Design and Environmental Design,
and two Beijing’s First-Class Discipline in
Visual Communication and Industrial Design.

The School of Design and Arts was one of the
earliest departments in China to set up
industrial design majors, and since then for
over 40 years, outstanding achievements
were made in equipment design, intelligent
manufacturing design, and other fields. The
school has contributed to key national
research, major social events such as the
Winter Olympics, and collaborated with
different enterprises. Student can avail of
first-class research construction platforms,
with three provincial level platforms and 26
practice base that emphasize the cultivation

of practical skills with a global vision in mind.
International Education Construction

BIT developed a “One-Core and Two-Wings”
international education model that was
based on the International Design Center and
Design Practice Education Center with the
goals of exploring with international colleges,
remodeling a new context for design
education globalization and building an
intelligent design education platform for a
new era. The School of Design and Arts has
been fulfilling these goals since 2017, with
over 40% students of all levels studying
abroad, joining international conferences and
entering international design competitions.

During the COVID-19 epidemic, BIT continued
international communications by holding
more than 30 international academic lectures,
two academic forums, and hosting one
design competition with over 1500 students
and 50 famous international specialists
participating throughout these events. The
international competition called Practical
Design Innovations Award received 1609
works from159 internationally renowned
universities from 15 countries around the
world.

Future Development Plan

BIT decided to launch International Design for
Commonweal Program (IDCP) in response to
the common challenges facing the planet and
community, especially after the pandemic.
IDCP is to be an Asian Design Education
Community that promotes international
cooperation for the future of social change.
The school proposes inviting Asian design
educational experts and outstanding scholars
to build the core team of IDCP.

An ongoing project of IDCP is the Eastern
Beijing Culture Education Base that seeks the
revitalization of the rural village Xipu. By
inviting students and staff from various
universities, an international perspective can
be used to discover and solve problems with
create designs. This would provide a great
opportunity to take part in new design tasks,
gain unique educational values, while
contributing to the betterment of society
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