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Part 1
Sharing the Current Situation and
Challenges of Research
and Educational Exchange Activities
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Kyushu University’s vision for 2030 is to drive
social change with integrative knowledge.
The aim is to become a platform that drives
world-class research and education and the
core of an innovation ecosystem that forges
new social and economic systems.

New Master’s Program

To achieve the vision, the Faculty of Design
reorganized and developed a new graduate
program that started in 2022. In this new
reorganization, the departments have
merged to become one department with 6
new courses for the Master’s program to
allow faculty members and students to
collaborate across the courses easily. One
new feature of the Master’s program is the
studio project that focuses on cross-discipline
design, and some projects are in
collaboration with the industry or local
government. These studio projects allow
students from different courses and
perspectives to collaborate on the same
project and develop new ideas. Some
examples are UX design with KidZania
Fukuoka, automotive design with Mazda
Motor Corporation, signage design and
planning with Hasami Town, concert for the
hearing impaired, etc.

The other changes are to have one common
admission process for all Japanese and
International applicants and to have all
subjects offered in English.

Internationalization

Internationalization plays an important role in
achieving world-class research and
education. To support the changes in the
education program, the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology has
funding to support the curriculum's
revitalization, which the faculty has been
awarded to start 3 new subjects — Design in
Japan A, B, and C, for students to learn
Japanese Design, integrate different
knowledge to create new values and
showcase these new creations to the public.

The certificate program, “International
Program,” is developed students to become
more internationally minded. 10
undergraduate students are selected each
year. They must fulfill the English Proficiency
Test requirements, achieve credits for 4
English subjects, and study abroad.

As an outreach to oversea students, the
International Office organized the Winter
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School Program last November. 15 students
from 7 universities and 5 countries were
invited. This program provided students with
the experience of studying and researching at
the Graduate School of Design. The program
included lectures, laboratory sessions, a
campus tour, and a cultural tour.

There are various challenges faced in
internationalization. First is the language
barrier. Some students and faculty members
are not confident in using English and are
resistant to using the language. Second is the
mindset of students. For most students, the
university is the first time that they encounter
international students. Hence, they don't
know how to interact with them. We hope to
foster a culture where Japanese students
willingly work with international students and
learn together despite the difficulty in using
English.
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