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The main objective of the Asian Design Symposium is to actively
contribute to the creation of a future society in terms of culture, art,
industry, and human resource development by aiming for design
studies and education unique to Asia. We also believe it is very
important to consider how to concretely advance the ideas
exchanged at this symposium in the future. Therefore, after the 2nd
Asian Design Symposium, we held online meeting with each of the
Asian design universities that participated in the symposium. We
confirmed the points that we could not discuss in depth during the
symposium, issues that we have face through the past exchanges,
and specific requests for future collaboration and explored how the
Asian Design Symposium should be in the next year and beyond,
and feasible ways of collaboration. Through these individual online
meetings, we were able to obtain a variety of valuable opinions.

M A New Era of Online Education

The unpredictable spread of Covid-19 has also brought about
significant changes in university education. There is no doubt that
online classes, which can be held anywhere, are no longer a special
thing and play an important role in keeping learning alive.

In this discussion, we received many ideas for making the most of the
strengths of online classes. The first was that students would benefit
greatly if they could exchange credits between universities through
online classes. Many participants suggested that universities should
quickly establish such a curriculum. It was also suggested that it
would be ideal to start working on summer programs, intensive
lectures, quest speakers, etc, now so that they can be held as early as
this summer, as it is much easier to function online.

B From Building a Platform to Holding Workshops

The current situation of the plenary session, where intensive
discussion are held once a year, gave rise to the ideas of making the
annual plenary session a forum for the presentation of research
results that have been worked on up to that year.

Specifically, the idea was to create a group on SNS such as
Facebook, where faculty members from each participating universi-
ty would announce the research themes they would like to discuss
and call for a workshop to be held. Then, universities that are
interested in the theme will participate in the workshop each time.
Since each university has a different research theme that it wants to
strengthen, we assume that there will be about two to four partici-
pating universities for each theme.

During the discussions, we received a variety of interesting theme
ideas, including Al, Big Data, Architecture, SDGs, IT, Information
Design, and Game Design. Of course, this platform will also encour-
age the participation of young faculty and students from each
university. The results of the workshops on each theme will be
reported and presented at the next Asian Design Symposium, which
will help to create a sense of ownership and establish a strong
identity for this symposium.

In addition to presenting the results at the symposium, some faculty
members suggested that it would be important to take a proactive
stance by distributing the results through podcasts and Youtube,
mainly by young faculty members and students.
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M Kyushu University and Design

From the exchange with the participating universities in the Asian
Design Symposium, we were able to hear a high level of interest in
the growing attention to “Design” in Kyushu from an Asian perspec-
tive, and in the distinctive design education of the Faculty of Art and
Design and the Graduate School of Art and Design at Kyushu Univer-
sity. In particular, as Kyushu University is the only university in Japan
with a Faculty of Art and Design and a Graduate School of Art and
Design, the proposals from the participating universities for any kind

of collaboration with the Faculty of Art and Design were very strong.

In the future, we would like to further strengthen the system to
make it easier for researchers and students to access the Graduate
School of Art and Design by holding exchange meetings between
those in charge of international exchange. We can also think of ways
to get to know each other better by jointly organizing various
international projects, such as international awards. One idea
mentioned was to co-host the SDGs Design International Awards,
which the university is focusing on.

Finally, all the universities agreed that such a close exchange of
opinions, even if it was short, was very meaningful and requested
that the symposium be held on a regular basis in the future. First of
all, as the organizer of the Asian Design Symposium, we will contin-
ue to exchange opinions on a regular basis to ensure that each of the
valuable ideas we have received are realized, and we will strive to
make the Asian Design Symposium even more meaningful in the
future.
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The Future of the Asian Design Symposium
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