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The 2nd Asian Design Symposium
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For Part 2, all the participating universities discussed the following two main topics.
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Topics
® How will the Asian Design Symposium be managed and held in the future ?
@ How will we maintain, continue, and manage the network established by this Asian Design Symposium?
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Part 2: Examination of International Collaboration in
Design Studies Education and Research
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Associate Professor

Ryoichi Tamura

Kyushu University, Faculty of Design
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B Summary of Discussion

For this Design Symposium to be sustainable, it was suggested that
the participants need to have a sense of ownership. Kyushu Universi-
ty can consider co-organizing or rotating this symposium among
the universities instead of hosting it on its own. If this symposium
could be planned earlier, the participating universities may secure a
budget from their universities.

One participant also suggested that it is vital to establish the
"identity" of this design symposium. What is the uniqueness of this
symposium? What role should this symposium play in Asian design
studies? It was emphasized that there is an urgent need to establish
a unique identity.

There was also a suggestion that the agenda for this symposium
should be more focused. For example, current trends such as Al and
Big Data should be topics of interest to many people. Some universi-
ties are starting courses and subjects related to Al and design. When
these universities get together, they can share their curriculum plans
and discuss issues and problems, making the symposium sustain-
able and benéeficial for all participating universities. It was added that
people would look forward to the symposium if they can gain
valuable and useful insights by attending this symposium.

On the other hand, there was a suggestion to encourage student
intervention. The education system is constantly changing, shifting
from teaching to learning, from teacher-centered to student-cen-
tered. It was suggested that the student be invited to symposium for
discussion, positioning the symposium as a place to present their
work for their future. One example was the doctoral colloquium
organized by IASDR (International Associations of Societies of
Design Research). Students presented their work at the congress,
and faculty members worldwide gave feedback on their presenta-
tions.

It was also suggested that by having the event serve as a place for
students to present their work, it would be possible for them to
interact with others on an ongoing international platform. The
activities can be expanded to include design competitions,
workshops, exhibitions, lectures, and participation by professional
designers, which can be expected to deepen the students’ learning
further.

There was also an idea to take advantage of the symposium's
unique small-scale collaborative structure to continue with a
community-based agenda that reflects the activities and interests of
the partner institutions and later develop it into a joint workshop or
large-scale project.

There was also a new proposal for this symposium in the
post-COVID-19 era to establish a Design Education Consortium to
provide opportunities to maximize remote learning. For example,
several universities could get together, share their philosophies and
values, and award a joint master's degree that is 100% online.
Several faculty members and selected students from each university
will participate in this program and hold an in-person workshop
every summer. Although some operational issues need to be
resolved, such as credit approval and time difference, some people
suggested that this could be very beneficial for students’ future
education.

At the end of the meeting, we all agreed that many universities are
looking forward to this symposium as a common understanding.
Like the World Economic Forum, many people want to participate in
this event because it is a great way to learn about the latest trends
and issues in design. In addition, many universities are interested in
topics such as design methods, culture and manufacturing related
to design in various countries. At the moment, most of the
participants are from universities. There were some suggestions for
the future, such as inviting faculty members from art and design
universities to share design education based on the focus areas of
the symposium.
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