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International Exchange at
College of Design and Innovation
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Professor Fan introduced the "International
Exchange at College of Design and Innova-
tion, Tongji University" and shared the
over-arching goal of the College of Design
and Innovation (D&l) is to become an interna-
tionalized, innovative, visionary, and research-
oriented world-class design institute with a
modern mission, global vision, and local
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characteristics. Its manifesto is "to learn and
create for a meaningful life and a better
world". To date, they have established
partnerships with more than 40 world-re-
nowned design universities and is continu-
ously developing high-level international
exchange and cooperation, including 9
master's degree and 3 doctoral degree
programs.

He shared in detail some of the sustained
international exchanges and collaboration
projects.

B Tongji Design Week

The Tongji Design Week has been held
every October since 2012 to celebrate the
achievements of the design academia and
industry in China and worldwide.

The main purpose of launching the Tongji
Design Week was to serve as departmental
development in frontier research and,
through establishing this platform, further
exchanges and interaction based on the
international academic standards. The
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college also hopes to spread Chinese
thinking and ways of doing things in design
research, design education, and design
practice through this platform.

Since the Tongji Design Week establishment,
many overseas academics have supported
and participated and eventually joined the
college, being the "architects" of the college.
One of the main events of the Tongji Design
week is the Design Research and Education
Conference titled "Emerging Practices". The
theme of the conference is usually in line
with the college's developmental directive.

Tongji Design Week has officially become
an academic week of Shanghai Design Week.
Also, the college has been the chief
academic partner of Shanghai Design Week
for a long time has continuously participated
in many of the exhibitions organized by
Shanghai Design Week.

Tongji College of Design and Innovation
has founded "She Ji: The Journal of Design,
Economics, and Innovation" in collaboration
with Elsevier to share the knowledge and
experience to tackle problems with design
thinking, design methods and tools.

Collaboration with Danish Design School
Kolding

Since 2009, the College of Design and
Innovation and the Danish Design School
Kolding have held joint workshops with a
different theme each year. The theme of this
year's workshop was "HACK IKEA", and the
event was held for two weeks each in
Shenzhen and Shanghai. This was the 10th
year of partnership, and the first time the
two schools have held a joint workshop in a
Chinese city other than Shanghai. Together
with the students at the College of Art and
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Design of Shenzhen University, the students
collaborated to examine the global impact
of "service design” on IKEA's operations and
the industries involved in the value chain,
with the UN SDGs of "responsible
consumption and production" as the main
objective. The students came up with many
possible proposals for IKEA.

China-US Young Creators Exchange
Center

Tongji University has collaborated with
many local and US corporations to establish
various learning spaces and laboratories
such as "Co-creation Space" with Intel
Corporation in 2014, joint laboratory with
Alibaba in 2015 and released the "Design
and Artificial Intelligence Report" in 2016,
joint laboratory for "User Experience Design"
with US Microsoft, the City Science Lab @
Shanghai with MIT Media Lab, etc. These
laboratories provide long-term courses and
practical guidance to maker-communities
from all over the country, guiding students
to create new products and applications
with social and industrial value, covering
areas of sustainable development such as
community, education, environmental
protection, health, transportation, energy,
and artificial intelligence.

The establishment of the Sino-American
Youth Exchange Center at Tongji University
also marks the addition of a new platform to
Tongji University's entrepreneurship
education. It will provide a broad platform
for the youth of both countries to receive
training in business start-ups and experience
scientific and technological culture.
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