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New Graduate School of Design Programs Kyushu University, Faculty of Design

Starting from April 2022
Nurturing the Next Generation of

Designer Who will Lead Design in the Expanded Field.
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Feature 1
One Department, Six Courses

Strategic Design Course

Integrating the Department of Design and Department of Design
Strategy, the renewed course is further empowered to create a
real-world implementation of innovative ideas through a Design X
Business X Entrepreneurship approach.

Environmental Design Course

Conducting high-level research and creative design practice,
focusing mainly on the environment surrounding people, namely
architecture, cities, regions, and landscapes.

Human Life Design and Science Course

Learning and researching on creating products, services, systems,
and living environments based on human characteristics and
advanced science and technology.

Design Futures Course

Envisioning a future in which human beings can coexist with life
forms, each other, and the environment; and design products,
systems, and mechanisms to make that future.a reality.

Media Design Course

Creating the future of media communication design that connects
people, sensibility to expression, sensation'to space, and virtual to
reality.

Acoustic Design Course

Acquiring comprehensive problem-solving skills in a wide range of
sound-related fields such as art, science and technology.

Feature 2
Distinctive Curriculum

A curriculum that promotes the integration of design and enables a
cross-disciplinary design that is in high-demand by society.

Master’s Program

The current two departments, Design and Design Strategy, will be
integrated into a single department for students to better utilize
design, from the conception of a new society to concrete social
practices.

Students can choose from all subjects available in the department.
The new curriculum allows students to develop their specialties
based on the course's core subjects, and they can enroll all subjects
as electives according to their research interests.

The new curriculum offers a wide range of subjects taught in English
to develop a flexible and inclusive mindset and cultivate students
with global competence.

Distinctive Subject : Studio Projects

A cross-disciplinary design studio-based subject, “Studio Projects”,
that integrates the elements of “mono”, “keto”, and “vision” through
practical exercises. 4
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Feature 3
Professional Certificate Programs

Creative Leadership Program

This program aims to develop advanced design talent with compe-
tencies in design, art, business, and leadership. The graduates of the
Creative Leadership Program will become the next generation of
leaders, who can use a highly creative approach to conceive a
long-term vision for society and culture, develop an innovative
proposal based on a deep understanding of human beings and the
environment, and empathize and collaborate with diverse
stakeholders to deliver on such value propositions in society by
implementing innovative projects.

Global Architect Program

This program develops talents with comprehensive design ability
with engineering and cultural arts knowledge on architecture and
environmental design. Together with the completion of the
Architect Program in the School of Design, it is one of the few
programs in Japan to be accredited as an international architectural
education program based on the “UNESCO-UIA Charter for Architec-
tural Education”.

Cultural Hall Management Engineer Training Program

This program aims to develop human resources who have an
understanding of the functions of cultural halls such as theaters and
music halls as hardware, the knowledge of art and culture of the
performances, and the planning and practical skills to oversee the
operation of the performances.

Feature 4
Promote Cultural Diversity Among Students

To respect the diversity of values which is essential in producing
creative and innovative design, and promote diversity
among graduate students from different cultural backgrounds.

@ Wide Variety of English-Taught Subjects
All subjects of the master's courses and doctoral program are
offered in English. Japanese language proficiency will not be the
requirement for the completion of the programs.

® Common Admissions Process for All Applicants
The new entrance examinations for all applicants (Admission by
Personal Merits / General Entrance Examination) will replace the
formerly used entrance examination for international students.

Feature 5
Promote Advanced Interdisciplinary Research
in the Doctoral Program

To respect the free will of students and to provide them more
flexibility in terms of research, the current Department of Design
and the Department of Design Strategy will be integrated into a
single department.

@ Highly Flexible Research Activities
To respect the perspective of each doctoral student and to
motivate and build their confidence, the new doctoral program
encourages students to engage in a free and flexible structure of
individual research, rather than the conventional method of having
a single supervisor.

@®Diversified Supervision
A system with an optimal group of supervisors from multiple fields
will be established to ensure the quality of students' research; and
create an advanced and specialized academic research environment
with a systematic educational function to acquire a broad
intellectual foundation.
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