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Collaboration Among the Different

Design Disciplines

(Architecture, Visual Communication, and Industrial Design)
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All the universities were aware of the importance of collaboration.
However, there were differences during implementation between a
university founded with collaboration in mind and university
established with a curriculum based on specialization and asked to
collaborate. There was an opinion on achieving interdisciplinary
collaboration by working on an authentic project. At one of the
universities, the project focus on a school for the disabled. Students
from different specializations, such as architecture, product design
of nursing care equipment, and system design, put their learning
into practice through joint research.

On the other hand, some universities faced challenges in interdisci-
plinary collaboration. One of the universities shared that even if
students are in an environment where they can learn through
interdisciplinary manner, researchers and faculty members who are
used to being specialized and accurate, tend to be reluctant to
discuss other fields. Also, educators feel the need to employ people
with different areas of expertise. Another also pointed out that it is
difficult to evaluate the performance of a person with no specializa-
tion but have interdisciplinary knowledge.
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In discussing the pros and cons of having collaborative platforms
between the universities across Asia, the topics on conducting
lessons and projects via online platforms were discussed. The
participants had an engaging discussion. We learned that counter-
measures against the coronavirus infection and infection status vary
greatly from country to country. Also, most universities are conduct-
ing classes using a hybrid of online and face-to-face methods
depending on the situation.

Some of the advantages of online classes and projects include
inviting excellent professors from different countries to give lectures
and sharing content with educational institutions with similar
courses. On the other hand, there were some issues raised. Not
everyone has the same infrastructure or internet access. There are
still not enough methods for activities that require hands-on
experiences such as architecture and product design. Also, the
quality of interaction is always different from face-to-face interac-
tion.

All the participants positively agreed on the establishment of a
platform among design universities in Asia. In the current situation
where it is difficult for universities to travel overseas to conduct
research and investigation, there was a comment that a human
network would be of great benefit in education and research and
that the platform would play a significant role in this regard. One of
the universities suggested that we could actually use this online
platform to conduct some joint projects. The discussion showed a
growing momentum to proactively work on what we can do, rather
than just sit and wait for the post-coronavirus era.
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