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Association of Design Departments and Schools

in Japanese Public Univers

The Association of Design Departments and
Schools in Japanese Public Universities was
established in 2019 as one of the projects of
the Center for Designed Futures, Kyushu
University's Joint Education and Research
Center. It aims to create a new academic
research field through collaboration with
design universities in Japan and other Asian
countries, forming  an international
education and research center for design
studies, and promoting education and
research in design studies.

Kyushu University is the organizing universi-
ty, and 22 universities, including our universi-
ty, from the 7 regions in Japan, are the
association’s members. With the cooperation
of the Japan Institute of Design Promotion,
we have three main activities: "General
Meeting", "Website/Design Academia", and
"Annual Report/Design Academia".

In the "General Meeting", members gather
once or twice a year to discuss the improve-
ment and development of design education
and research based on the theme. The
website "Design Academia" has news from
members, news for students, a contact point
for industry-academia collaboration, and a
platform that can be used by faculty
members and students of the association’s
members and the public. The "Annual
Report/Design Academia" is published at the
end of each fiscal year to provide information
on the Association of Design Departments
and Schools in Japanese Public Universities.
The contents of the website mentioned
above are not only relevant to the members
but also people in the design field.
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The 2nd Association of Design Departments
and Schools in Japanese Public Universities
Conference was held on Saturday, November
7, 2020, in an online format, to counter
against the new coronavirus infection. In the
first part, the symposium, we had presenta-
tions from three members on "Corona, New
Lifestyle and Design". After that, we shared
information and exchanged opinions on the
results, challenges, and future prospects of
remote design education and research,
including dealing with students, classes, and
new approaches. In the second part, the
general meeting, we exchanged opinions on
holding the plenary sessions in the future
and discussed the themes.

In the future, we will focus on culture, art,
industry, and human resource development
not only in Japan but also in the Asian region.
While sharing our mutual education and
research contents, we can discuss common
issues related to design education and
research at universities and see how we can
improve, enhance, and develop.
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