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History of Singapore and its Design

Singapore is a small city at the tip of the
Malaysia peninsula, with a population of 5.79
million consisting of the four main ethnic
groups: Chinese, Malays, Indians, and others.

Our first prime minister, Mr Lee Kuan Yew,
said in 1965, "We must have qualities of
leadership at the top and qualities of
cohesion on the ground. This pyramidal
structure of top leaders, good executives,
well-disciplined civic-conscious broad mass
can only be produced by our education", and
in 1966, "...produce a community that feels
together...The reflexes of group thinking
must be built to ensure the survival of the
community...this means a reorientation of
emphasis and a reshuffling of values ". Since
then, the four key factors that are important
to Singapore growth since its independence
in 1965 are economic, industrial, social, and
education development. This led to the
country economic growth from 516 GDP per
capita (USD) in 1965 to 59,000 per capita
(USD) in 2020.

The design needs and design education also
evolve with the country's growth. Currently,
the role of design and design education is to
sustain its four areas of development. There
are various expected learning outcomes of
the various design programmes from the
non-university to the university programmes
with design education in Singapore.

Design needs today
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Design Education for a City
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To Develop Specialists in Design

The Nanyang Technological University
(NTU), School of Art, Design and Media was
founded in 2005. The undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes have undergone
a curriculum review in 2015. The new
programme offered from 2016 onwards
embraces the principle of 'transdisciplinary’
education, allowing students to fluidly move
between related subjects, skills and fields so
they can become artists, designers and
content creators for the 'post-studio’ era.
Concurrently, students still can specialise, as
there is still a demand (from both students
and employers) for exceptional specialists.

There are two programmes offered—the
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Design Art and
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Media Art.

The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Design Art
combines three pathways in Interaction,
Product Design and Visual Communication
into an integrated programme in Design with
Design Art History and Art History as the
cores and Design Art as the foundation.
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The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Media Art
combines four pathways in Digital Anima-
tion, Game, Digital Filmmaking, and Photog-
raphy & Digital Imaging into an integrated
programme in Media with Media Art History
and Art History as the cores and Media Art as
the foundation.

The Bachelor of Fine Arts includes a compul-
sory 10-week internship stint to augment the
students' training, the Interdisciplinary
Seminar Module, a core module that involves
inviting practicing artists and designers from
the industry and academia to give talks and
share their knowledge, views and insights.
Students are also encouraged to go for
student exchange programs, a strong
tradition in NTU for both in-bound and
out-bound exchanges.
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The Master's and Doctoral Programmes is
offered based on the proposal from prospec-
tive students. Proposal can be a
project-based or a theoretical framework
based in historical, aesthetic, industrial,
global, and sociocultural contexts so that
students can build a solid theoretical founda-
tion leading to further scholarly explorations
of specific research topics both as significant
art and as social communication.

The School of Art, Design and Media
established its Technology Enhanced
Learning through a platform called Open
Source Studio (OSS) which is a collaborative,
online software environment designed to
meet the needs and dynamics of
studio-based teaching in design and media
art.

Graduate education at ADM
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Our M.A. and Ph.D. programs
situate our research in
historical, aesthetic, industrial,
global, and sociocultural
contexts so that students
can build a solid theoretical
foundation leading to further
scholarly explorations of
specific research topics

both as significant art and

as social communication.
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