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Asian Design Symposium
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People & Global Reputation
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The School of Design at Hong Kong
Polytechnic University was established in the
1990s, but its history dates to 1960s when
the Hong Kong Technical College was
founded. It has since progress to 15th
position in the QS World University Rankings
2020 for Art and Design and achieved a good
global reputation.

The School of Design offers various
undergraduate programmes such 4-year
Curriculum, Senior Year Curriculum and
Top-Up Programmes. The 4-year Curriculum
offers specialization in Advertising Design,
Communication Design, Environment and
Interior Design and Product Design. The
Senior Year Curriculum offers specialization
in  Advertising Design, Communication
Design, Environment and Interior Design,
Product Design and Social design. The
Top-Up Programme offers specialization in
Digital Media and Interactive Media. There
are also master and doctoral programmes.

As part of the Envisioning of SD 2025, a
6-year road map, the School of Design is
currently reforming its curriculum for both
the undergraduate and graduate courses,
focusing on nurturing cross-disciplinary
T-shaped talents.
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The new BA Design aims to develop a
multi-skill profile to apply the knowledge
across situations and domains. The curricu-
lum will be organized such that the first year
is a foundation year where all students study
Common Basics Skills. The second year is the
Interdisciplinary Basics that consists of four
clusters — Environment Design, Communica-
tion Design, Product Experience Design and
Service Design, that the students can choose
from. Each of the clusters is formed by design
fields that shared a similar language and
content area: Spatial Design and Interior
Design are grouped under Environment
Design, Advertising Design, Information
Design and Media Design are grouped under
Communication Design, Product Design and
Interactive Design are grouped under
Product Experience Design, and Social
Design and Service Design are grouped
under Service Design. Students learn special-
ized knowledge through professional
collaborations and integrated design
projects in the third and fourth year.
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The new MDes aims to nurture new design
leaders to mastering design for new technol-
ogy, business, and ecology. It will be stream-
lined into four courses - Intel System Design,
Design Driven Entrepreneurship, Data Driven
Service Design and Sustainable Ecology
Design. A new feature to the programme is
an additional one year of Elite Programme
sponsored by the industry where it will be
focused on Innovation Integrated Design.
Masterclasses will be provided and tailored
to the theme and industry. Students in this
programme will work for the company that
sponsors the programme upon graduation.

To achieve high-quality design education
and research, the School of Design has eight
research labs that cover a broad scope of
design - Asian Lifestyle Design Lab, Asian
Ergonomic Design Lab, Interaction Design
Lab, Information Design Lab, Public Design
Lab, Urban Environment Lab, Digital
Entertainment Lab, and Creativity and
Design Education Lab.
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The design education will also tap on the
opportunities in Hong Kong's Service
Industry which made up 90% of Hong Kong
Industry and Smart Technology in Guang-
zhou, which is 30 minutes away from where
all the world’s leading IT companies to
provide students with very rich experiences
in Service Design Education.

To achieve its missions, the School of Design
is taking the lead in design research in China,
upgrading CUBIC journal for SCOPUS
indexed, and hosting design research confer-
ence IASDR 2021 in the university. The SD+, a
design company by the School of Design,
was established to focus on research collabo-
ration with the industry and academia.
Recently, it signed an MOU with TCL, one of
the biggest TV company in the world to
establish a research lab in the university for 5
years and collaborated with the Royal
College of Art to establish the Al+Design Lab
with funding from the Hong Kong Govern-
ment.
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