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Differences in Design Education in

China and Japan,

and the Possibility of Future Collaboration in

Research and Education

at Universities in Japan and China
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In the first part, the presentations by each university introduced a
wide range of international exchange achievements. In this section,
we discussed more in-depth on the possibility of future collabora-
tion between Japan and China.

Many Chinese universities that participated in the conference
shared that they had academic exchanges with Japan in the early
stages of design education. These exchanges were gradually
decreasing as China developed rapidly. Initially, the collaboration
was focused on industrial design and products, but as the country
sought innovation in values, the collaborators shifted to European
countries and the United States.

Until now, China's interest in education has been focusing on its
contribution to China's economic development as a whole and the
growth of globalization. This trend continues today, but it was
noted that education for the future, like the world's trend, will
require consideration of ethical aspects, such as looking at regional
differences, considering the risks of science and technology, and
taking into account the ecological environment.

All the participants agreed that there is a great deal that Asian
philosophy and design can do in these aspects. Deeper collabora-
tion between Japan and China can contribute significantly to the
world's development.
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While each university recognized the importance of a curriculum
on intellectual property, there were differences in the degree of
implementation. A couple of the universities stated that intellectual
property are not emphasized much and that there is a low level of
literacy about intellectual property.

Many universities offer intellectual property rights subjects in the
curriculum. At the Jiangxi University of Economics, a comprehensive
university, students can choose to take classes on intellectual
property rights from their first year of undergraduate studies. At the
Dalian University of Technology, the Intellectual Property Director
used to be the University's President. Hence, an independent IP
Academy was established at an early stage. As Beijing University of
Technology is a science and technology-oriented university, they
have a high awareness of intellectual property protection, and some
faculty members specialize in this area.

All the universities shared that they believe that students' education
is essential to engage in design that considers moral and originality.
Finally, Associate Professor Aso of Kyushu University expressed that
the next step is to consider how to educate students as the laws are
different in each country.
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