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Sapporo City University is a public university
located in Hokkaido, the northernmost part
of Japan. The university consists of two
faculties, the Faculty of Design, and the
Faculty of Nursing, which collaborate in
various activities such as education, research,
community contribution, and university
administration.

In design education, for about 10 years after
the university's opening in 2006, we had
specialized education divided into design
outcomes, and there were four courses:
Environmental Design Course, Product
Design Course, Contents Design Course, and
Media Design Course. After 10 years, we
decided to reorganize the specialized
courses by adjusting the educational curricu-
lum to meet the needs of the times.
Therefore, the Spatial Design for Human Life
course and the Communication Design for
Human Life course were established in 2015.

In the Communication Design for Human
Life course, students learn to see the relation-
ship between artifacts and information as a
design challenge, focusing on a human
being who confronts them. Even if it is
information and communication, as long as
communication takes place through artifacts
such as devices and terminals, there must be
similar design issues. For these subjects, we
are developing design education with an
emphasis on human science.
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In the Spatial Design for Human Life course,
students learn to see the relationship
between design proposals and people's use
of them as a design issue. While it is easy to
understand this in the case of proposals for
buildings and parks, the same perspective
has become necessary in the case of events,
community activities, social media, and other
artifacts in recent years. For these subjects,
we are developing design education with an
emphasis on social science.

85% of incoming students are from within
Hokkaido. We need to increase the number
of students from outside Hokkaido, currently
15%, to around 30%. Our target is high
school students with a background in design
who grew up in Japan's regional cities. Since
our university's opening, we have not
conducted entrance examinations that
require students to master basic skills such as
drawing and composition. Our style is to
assess the applicant's design ability by asking
questions that can be answered by writing or
drawing. We are trying to increase the
number of students from outside of Hokkai-
do by actively providing such examination
opportunities to high school students who
grew up in Japan's regional cities.

In addition, about 57% of our graduates stay
in Hokkaido to work. We would like to
encourage students to seek employment
outside of Hokkaido and produce more
human resources than ever before.

Regarding international exchange status,
our faculty members have been actively
engaged in education and research activities
overseas. The six universities around the
world with which we currently have academ-
ic exchange agreements have all been
sustained without difficulty through these
faculty members' activities. Substantial
international exchanges have been held
every vyear, such as holding student
workshops, academic exchanges, and
accepting international students. For our
university students, we have fostered an
understanding of the importance of obtain-
ing educational opportunities abroad other
than employment. We are a design university
with a strong regional characteristic that has
become our strength. If you are looking for
new ways to utilize design in China or other
Asian countries, we would be happy to hear
from you.
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