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As a school of architecture based in southern
China and the context of an art academy, we
began a series of experimental teaching by
considering our era and place as a critical
starting point and resource.

One apparent reality is that the develop-
ment of the human environment has entered
the era of stockpiling. The renovation, renew-
al and revitalization of the existing built
environment have become a more urgent
task. The environmental design core is no
longer to create new buildings and urban
spaces but to achieve a friendly, healthy,
resilient, and sustainable environment. It
should solve real social issues, creating
innovative design orient towards social
problems and social relations.
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On this basis, we have launched a series of
environmental design experimental teaching
based on the strategy of "micro-interven-
tion", which emphasizes an alternative form
of operation to macro-construction and
starting from small places to activate the
vitality of the overall environment. The
strategy avoids large-scale transformation,
centered on people, observing small details
that can have significant changes, based on
the principles of gradualism and diversity,
and advocates a hybrid environment and
social structure, aiming at the restoration of
local identity and social relations and histori-
cal memory.
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The core thinking of these pedagogical
experiments is: emphasizing the close
observation of daily life, encouraging
bottom-up operation and physical practice;
advocating to get rid of the habitual percep-
tion of the environment and start research-
ing the built environment from a microscopic
perspective; pursuing the path of "design as
strategy", starting from the overall balance
and coordination, identifying the crux for
local intervention, interference and stimula-
tion, striving for subtlety, delicacy and
precision, and achieving the smallest degree
of intervention. The operation may be
indirectly targeted, multi-solutions,

micro-scale, soft approach, partial, seeking
multi-dimensional solutions and cross-pro-
fessional collaboration.
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From the spatial experiment of Nantou's
ancient city in Shenzhen to the series of
urban studies of "Asian Connections", the
design thinking presented in these cases
shifts the attention from making things to
planning things. The analysis and assessment
of the real environmental resources and the
consideration of the integration paths
include not only the specific parameters of
location, scale, and quality, but also the
potential elements of historical heritage,
humanities, and geography. It includes all
aspects of production, lifestyle, and
consumption patterns, and points to the
deep social structure and value judgment.
Design is an intervention to create new
neighborhoods, new ways of social organiza-
tion, new forms of economic activities,
production and operation systems, and new
standards of value judgment. It also includes
the design of specific spaces and facilities in
terms of form, scale, and size.
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