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Tongji University's design education started
in the 1940s and was deeply influenced by
the German "Bauhaus" school. The Depart-
ment of Industrial Design was established in
1993. In May 2009, Tongji University
borrowed from the latest concepts and
models of the world's design and innovation
disciplines to establish the "College of Design
and Innovation (Tongji University)", founded
on the Art and Design Department Tongji
University. The College's overall goal is to
become an international, innovative,
forward-looking, and research-oriented
world-class design institute with both
contemporary missions, global vision, and
local characteristics.
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In 2015, Tongji University and Aalto Univer-
sity in Finland established the "Tongji Univer-
sity Shanghai International College of Design
Innovation" through Sino-foreign coopera-
tion.In 2016, "Art and Design" was selected to
become one of Shanghai's key disciplines (IV
class). In September 2017, the Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of Finance and the
National Development and Reform Commis-
sion issued the "Notice on the Announce-
ment of the List of Universities and
Disciplines for establishing the World-Class
Universities and First-Class  Disciplines”
(referred to as "double first-class"), our
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school's Art & Design was selected as a
world-class discipline. In 2019, the College's
Industrial Design and Environmental Design
were selected as the first batch of national
first-class undergraduate majors; in 2019, the
College was approved to establish a
post-doctoral research station on design. In
the 2020 QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) World
University Rankings, the College is ranked
13th globally in the discipline of "Art and
Design".

The College has four majors at the
undergraduate level: Industrial Design,
Environmental  Design, Communication
Design (including Digital Media Design,
Media Design), and Product Design. The
master's degree built on the foundation of
the depth of the majors mentioned above in
the vertical direction to offer research with
breadth in the horizontal direction such as
Interaction Design, Product Service System
Design, Design Strategy and Management,
and Design History and Theory. Also, we
realize a three-dimensional structure of
horizontal and vertical T-shaped talent
cultivation at the doctoral level of design.
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The school's manifesto, "TO LEARN AND
CREATE, FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE AND A
BETTER WORLD", places design education in
the context of global innovation. It is a way to
think about the future and contribution of
design in the whole process of innovation,
industry, and value creation.
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