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Japan-China Design Symposium
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In China, the term "harmony/union" first
appeared in the Spring and Autumn Period,
and the words "union" and "harmony" have a
much longer history. The common epistemo-
logical connotation of "union" and "harmo-
ny" is the "unity of heaven and man". The
concept of "union" in Chinese traditional
culture is a method, law, principle and
concept for the survival and development of
"human destiny community". It facilitates our
dynamic development and innovation
through integration and collaboration in
design education.

The current design education faces many
issues. For example, the rapid development
of science and technology in the new
century; the increasingly severe human living
environment, the gradual deterioration of
the global environment, etc. Human beings
and society are facing many challenges, and
design has an important responsibility for
social development.

Therefore, we need to promote interdiscipli-
narity, eliminate the barriers between
disciplines; to have creative insights into new
possibilities in the world; endow design with
a humanistic spirit and seek to achieve
balance and harmony among people,
environment, and resources.
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"From Union to Harmony"
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-The Thoughts and Practices in the Development of Desi

in the New Era
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Beijing Institute of Technology, School of
Design and Arts, is based on the Science and
Technology frontier and guided by the
national strategy of the new era - building a
community of human destiny, adheres to the
traditional concept of "union/harmony" and
seeks to explore a "harmonious" world
through "fusion" design. We aim to endow
more humanistic spirit to design education
and build a design education concept of
"harmony" and "equal emphasis on theory
and practice":

The union of technology and design: the
deep integration of professional, excellent
technology and design.

Integration of science and art: the origin,
similarities and differences of scientific
rationality and aesthetic sensibility.

Combination of tradition and modernity:
traditional crafts, cultural heritage + modern
design.
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We have also created many cross-border
cooperation  platforms and  practice
platforms to integrate knowledge and action
and achieve many fruitful "harmony" results.
We have incubated the innovative practice of
"harmony" by building the platform of
"integration" through the platform coopera-
tion and integration innovation. We have
established many in-depth collaborations
with the school's engineering departments
and academic exchange platforms for
collaboration at home and abroad.

Beijing Institute of Technology, School of
Design and Arts, will meet and face the
challenges and opportunities of the new era
with an open, progressive and inclusive
mindset of ‘integration and innovation,
beauty and coexistence", explore the
problems and solutions encountered by
human beings by means of design, and
contribute design wisdom and power to
promote the healthy development of human
civilization.
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