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Kyushu University School of Design
New Design Education from 2020
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Kyushu University School of Design was founded in 1968 as Japan's
first Institute of Design to offer education and research in the field of
design. The institute started with four departments (Environmental
Design, Industrial Design, Visual Communication Design, and
Acoustic Design). In 1997, the number of departments increased to
five with the establishment of the Department of Art and Informa-
tion Design. Then, in 2003, the institution integrated with Kyushu
University. From 2020, the school has only one department, Depart-
ment of Design, with five courses and a flexible curriculum that
allows students to study based on their interests.

The School of Design aims to train students to become designers
who possess scientific knowledge of engineering and technology, a
deep insight into human and society, and a creative artistic sense.
The philosophy of the School of Design has been "Humanization of
Technology" since its predecessor, Kyushu Institute of Design, and
we have been educating students on how to adapt technology to
human life.

Today, the situation surrounding design and design are evolving
each day, considering advances in information technology and the
formation of new cultures brought about by it, innovations in
production and distribution, diversification of lifestyles, and global
environmental issues. As the subject of design expands from
"products" to "system" to "visions," the School of Design trains
students to become highly creative individuals with a broad
perspective and academic knowledge, who can respond appropri-
ately to such circumstances and who can be accepted international-

ly.
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Figure 1: Image of the expanding d
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Educational Purpose

The aim of the School of Design, a
"humanization of technology," is
designers with the scientific knowl
ogy, deep insights on humani
understanding that enable the a
situations. Also, to have broad gl
knowledge on creativity.
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Diagram of the expanding design area

Environmental Design Course

Cultivating comprehensive designers who can create better
environments such as architecture, cities, green spaces, and
landscapes.

Industrial Design Course

Cultivating designers with a broad perspective to create products,
living environments, and services while considering the consumer’s
viewpoint.

Design Futures Course

Cultivating high level designers to process an integrative design
ability for product, system, vision and society using design discipline
as a tool.

Media Design Course
Cultivating high-level designers who will apply new media technol-
ogy to attempt creative designs.

Acoustic Design Course
Cultivating designers who possess an astute sense of sound, a high
level of technical knowledge, and a comprehensive design ability.

International Program (Taken while belonging to the course)
In the second year, to acquire the necessary skills for studying
abroad through English lectures and exercises. In the third year, to
study at established universities which are leading in the area of
design in Europe, the United States or Asia. Upon returning to Japan,
to present the experiences and knowledge learnt. International
Program Participant will receive a bachelor’s degree and a certificate
of completion for the International Program.
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