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Introduction

The purpose of Japan-China Design Symposium and Asian Design
Symposium is to create a new academic research field through
collaboration with Asian design universities to promote education
and research in design studies unique to Asia, and to actively
contribute to creating a future society.

Japan-China Design Symposium was originally planned to be held
on February 8, 2020, but unfortunately, it was postponed due to
Covid-19 just before the symposium. The coronavirus outbreak is
still ongoing, and we have decided to resume our plan and hold the
symposium remotely. Asian Design Symposium, which was original-
ly scheduled for this year, was integrated with Japan-China Design
Symposium, which was postponed and held under the common
theme of "Working together to forge new ground in Asia Design
studies”.

In the past ten months since February, when we postponed
Japan-China Design Symposium, we have been faced with
situations we experienced for the first time. The routine that we had
been used to has ceased to be routine, which has led us to try many
new ways of doing things, such as online lectures at universities

using the Internet, virtual conferences, symposium, performance
art, so on. There were many things that we thought we could not do
before. However, when we tried them, we found that we could do
them and that remote methods provide more equal opportunities
to speak. There were many difficulties, but we also made new
discoveries.

We believe that the main purpose and role of design is to create
new value while responding to changing social conditions. At
Japan-China, and Asian Design Symposium, six universities from
China, one each from Korea, Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, and
Taiwan, and four universities from Japan participated in lively
discussions on education and research in design studies and the
state of intellectual property. There were also exchanges with
positive views on the possibility of international collaboration
among them.

We strongly hope that the network of the design universities
presented today will be maintained and strengthened in the future
and that exchanges and joint research will continue toward creating
new value in design from Asia.
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